Introduction
In response to inflammatory stimuli, a rapid and often massive influx of polymorphonuclear leukocytes (PMNs) can be driven to the inflamed tissues. This is particularly true in the lung, where PMNs traffic can be facilitated both by a rather thin barrier separating the alveolar space from the capillary lumen, and by the sequestration of PMNs in the pulmonary vasculature The consequent biochemical events converge in the assembly and activation of the complex enzymatic system NADPH-oxidase. There is now evidence to indicate that each integral membrane protein interacts with its neighbouring 'boundary' lipids in a specific manner. 16 Because of the pronounced effect of different lipids on the operation of several membrane proteins and membrane processes, it is likely that changes in the microenvironment of membrane proteins, due to changes in the lateral organization of lipids, could be used for regulatory purposes. 1,,13 Our data suggest that nedocromil sodium interferes with the plasma membranes of PMNs, and hence influences their functional activities.
